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Transport for the South East draft Transport Strategy Consultation  January 2020 

Response from the Woodland Trust   

The Woodland Trust (“the Trust”) is the UK's leading woodland conservation charity, and 
wants to see a UK that is rich in native woods and trees, for people and wildlife. We aim to 
achieve this by restoring and improving woodland biodiversity and increasing people's 
understanding and enjoyment of woods and trees. We own over 1,275 sites across the UK 
covering over 23,580 hectares and have around 500,000 members and supporters. The Trust 
is recognised as a national authority on woods and trees and a protector of the benefits and 
values that they deliver for society. 

We welcome the opportunity to respond to the consultation on Transport for the South East’s 

draft transport strategy. 

The climate and biodiversity crises are urgent challenges that any such strategy must address. 

Gains in economic growth or transport connectivity will be worthless if the climate and nature 

crises are not addressed as a priority. The strategic priorities set for the environment are 

welcome, but require more specific details and targets to have the necessary impact. Business 

as usual with mitigation is no longer an option: instead, the strategy needs to take a fresh 

approach to infrastructure that puts the environment first.  

In summary, we advise that the TfSE transport strategy: 

 Withdraws support for new roads such as the Lower Thames Crossing that would 

cause a net loss of biodiversity, including any loss of ancient woodland or veteran trees 

 Make support for any new roads conditional on delivery of net gain 

 Add explicit support for the protection of ancient woodland alongside other designated 

sites 

 Set robust interim targets for reaching net zero carbon emissions, with an increased 

focus on managing travel demand 

 Maximise the potential for green infrastructure and nature recovery networks across 

the TfSE region, including protection and restoration of ancient woodland 

 Set a target for increasing tree canopy cover as part of TfSE’s infrastructure goals. 

 
1. Natural capital and biodiversity net gain 

The strategy includes the strategic priorities to deliver a transport network that protects and 

enhances the natural, built and historic environments and to use the principle of ‘biodiversity 

net gain’ in all transport initiatives.  We welcome this approach but are concerned that the 

detail of the transport strategy would fail to deliver these laudable goals in practice.  

The strategy proposes the indicators that no transport schemes or interventions result in net 

degradation in the natural capital of the South East and that no transport schemes or 

interventions result in a net loss of biodiversity.  No net loss is not the same as net gain: each 
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scheme should deliver net gain in order to be in line with the TfSE’s priorities and the 

Government’s 25 Year Environment Plan. Net gain can be delivered through allowing natural 

regeneration of woodland and active woodland restoration, as well as new planting.  

Main roads present a significant barrier to the movement and spread of wildlife by physically 

separating habitats through which wildlife could otherwise move. Disturbance and severance 

can also damage irreplaceable ancient woodland, wetlands and meadow habitats across a 

wide area.  

Before seeking ‘net gain’ for biodiversity, transport schemes must ensure that any proposed 

development minimises land take, and avoids damage to any existing high-quality habitats, 

including ancient woodland.  

Where ancient woodland or veteran trees are lost or damaged there will always be net 

loss of biodiversity and it is impossible to secure net gain: yet proposals included in the 

strategy, including the Lower Thames Crossing, and seeking to increase the capacity of the 

A27 corridor, would involve such damage. We urge TfSE to withdraw its support for the Lower 

Thames Crossing and to make support for any future road building schemes conditional on 

them delivering biodiversity net gain.  

2. Protection for ancient woodland.  

The strategy mentions protection for designated areas in section 2.19 including the National 

Park, AONBs and SSSIs, but fails to mention ancient woodland which has the same status in 

the National Planning Policy Framework. This is a serious omission which we urge TfSE to 

remedy.  

Ancient woodlands are woodlands that have been in place since at least 1600. Once the 

dominant land feature, they have now been eroded and represent less than 3% of land use. 

Our few remaining ancient woodlands are invaluable and irreplaceable. They are our richest 

terrestrial wildlife habitats, with complex ecological communities that have developed over 

centuries, and contain a high proportion of rare and threatened species, many of which are 

dependent on the particular conditions that this habitat affords. For this reason, ancient woods 

are reservoirs of biodiversity, but because the resource is limited and highly fragmented, they 

and their associated wildlife are particularly vulnerable. Mature broadleaved woodland also 

acts as a valuable natural carbon sink.  

The TfSE strategy should recognise the status of ancient woodland; commit to no damage or 

loss to ancient woodland; and commit to provide appropriate buffers between ancient 

woodland and any new construction.   

As noted above, where ancient woodland or veteran trees are lost or damaged there will 

always be net loss of biodiversity and it is impossible to secure net gain.  

There are a number of specific and indicative road proposals in the draft strategy and/or listed 

in the ‘top ten’ priority schemes proposed for Major Road Network funding which could 

damage ancient woodland. 

These include: 

 The Lower Thames Crossing 

 Capacity increases to the A27 corridor 

 A429 at Junction 5 (Kent County Council) – there is ancient woodland within close 
proximity to the existing junction 

 A22 Corridor Package (East Sussex County Council) – two of the junctions being 
reviewed for improvement are within close proximity to ancient woodland 
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Other proposals with potentially damaging impact include 

 A259 Bognor Regis to Littlehampton Enhancement (West Sussex County Council) – 
the A259 borders the Woodland Trust site at Worms Wood which could be adversely 
affected by road widening or additional traffic pollution 

 A259 South Coast Road Corridor (East Sussex County Council) – the A259 is home 
to a number of veteran trees including a veteran ash tree (14670) close to the existing 
A259 Seaford Road / Old Willingdon Road junction and close to the A259 High 
Street/Church Street is a veteran yew (6009) and a veteran ash (14491). These trees 
are adjacent to the road and at risk from any road widening or traffic volume increases. 

 
If the TfSE is to live up to its laudable goals on no net loss, let alone achieve biodiversity net 

gain, then it must not progress any schemes which would adversely impact ancient woodland 

and veteran trees.  

 

3. Towards net zero carbon emissions 

The need for urgent action on in response to the climate crisis should be the central focus of 

any strategy that is fit for purpose. The draft TfSE strategy has as a priority a reduction in 

carbon emissions to net zero by 2050 to minimise the contribution of transport and travel to 

climate change.  This is in line with current national Government policy, but lacks ambition 

given that a majority of local authorities within the Transport for the South East region have 

declared climate emergencies committing net zero target dates in advance of 2050. As a 

minimum, the TfSE strategy should set interim targets for significant levels of emissions 

reduction as milestones towards the 2050 target.  

The UK Committee on Climate Change reports that as of May 2019, emissions from transport 

had increased by 6% since 2013 and were 4% higher than in 1990. Although vehicles have 

become more fuel efficient, this has been offset by increasing travel demand. Therefore, any 

strategy to reduce transport’s carbon emissions must include measures to manage road travel 

demand.  

We welcome the many references to demand management measures in the draft Strategy but 

are concerned that these are presented as longer term goal. At the same time, support for 

major road building such as the Lower Thames Crossing and other new roads would 

undermine such objectives.  

4. Maximising the potential for nature recovery and increased tree canopy cover. 

There is a real opportunity for improving green infrastructure, including woodland, alongside 

the transport corridors to help deliver biodiversity net gain. Local nature partnerships in the 

region are working to build nature recovery networks including ecological corridors with 

significant biodiversity value.  

Nature recovery networks seek to deliver habitat connectivity on a landscape scale. A regional 

strategy such as the TfSE transport strategy has great potential to make a positive contribution 

across its area by adopting the goal to create a natural green network by connecting and 

restoring adjacent habitats.  

Where new transport infrastructure is proposed, we encourage policies that explore its 

potential for delivery of major tree planting and woodland creation, the construction of wildlife 

bridges and green corridors and the restoration of damaged ancient woodland. Ancient 

woodland in particular can benefit from new green buffer zones allowing for natural 

regeneration and habitat connectivity.  
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Trees and hedgerows alongside transport infrastructure could deliver wider social and 

environmental benefits such as: barriers to noise; mitigation for water and air pollution; flood 

alleviation; enhanced landscapes; carbon sequestration; and assist in climate change 

adaptation and resilience by stabilising the soil and providing shelter and shade. 

Significant increases in tree canopy cover have been identified as a vital part of the climate 

emergency response and will require all major public bodies to play their part in identifying 

sites and supporting conservation of existing mature trees as well as new tree planting.  

The Woodland Trust supports an increase in UK woodland cover from its current 13% of land 

area to 19% by 2050 to tackle this country’s biodiversity and climate crises. We invite 

Transport for the South East to adopt this target as part of its strategy.  

We would be happy to discuss these issues with Transport for the South East as the strategy 

develops. 
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