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To the Transport for the South-East 
 
This representation is Blackwater Valley Friends of the Earth (BVFoE) comments and 
recommendations on the Draft South East Transport Strategy. 
 
General comment : 
 
BVFoE welcomes that the preferred option for TfSE is the Sustainable Route to Growth. However 
the option’s “increased focus on environmental sustainability” does not seem to have produced the 
desirable outcome that BVFoE deems necessary for a sustainable future. According to the 
strategy forecast, for this option by 2050, road traffic will have increased by 8.3%, while walking 
and cycling will have decreased by 12.7%. BVFoE believes that this is due to the priority of 
economic sustainability i.e “productivity-led growth” (albeit the growth quoted at a lower level than 
the other options) while trying to achieve environmental sustainability.  
 
Specific comments : 
 

A. Climate Change / Environment 
 
While BVFoE welcomes that the strategy has a net zero carbon target for transport by 2050 in line 
with Government legislation, BVFoE believes this to be far too tame and would like to see the 
strategy inject some urgency with this target so that the date is 2040 at the latest. BVFoE would 
also like to see a clear route on how to achieve the end date, with an interim target of 50% cut by 
2030. 
 
BVFoE welcomes the biodiversity net gain goal, but notes that the strategy still calls for further 
road building in the SE which will make a net gain hard to achieve. We would like to see how the 
strategy will reconcile this apparent contradiction.  
 

B. Rail 
 
While the strategy refers to making better use of existing infrastructure there is no mention of 
expanding the network, where needed, to serve communities. This is particularly important on new 
developments being planned which may be already close to an existing line so it may be possible 
to branch off to serve them. 
 
The strategy appears to only consider the SE rail network in isolation. With franchises such as 



Thameslink and GWR serving the SE as well as other regions, the strategy needs to consider how 
alterations to the service in neighbouring regions may affect the SE. 
 
  
The high cost of rail use in comparison to private car use has not been addressed. The existing 
franchising of railway companies has put profit before delivering a sustainable service for users as 
well as giving a fragmented network with no proper integration at interchanges for either differing 
railway companies or bus services. BVFoE would like to see the strategy pushing for a reforming 
of the current system as a cheaper more convenient public transport system is the only way that 
people will be encouraged to use their private cars less. The strategy also ignores the 
opportunities and benefits of closer integration of cycle and rail journeys, particularly for 
commuters. Cycling typically trebles the distance covered in a set time compared with walking and 
thus provides a nine-fold increase in the access area for active travel. In the Netherlands for 
example, 40% of rail commuters use bicycles to get to stations, reducing road congestion as well 
as pollution and CO2 emissions. To encourage cyclists more safe dry lockable storage is required 
at stations, and buses serving stations should also be able and willing to carry bicycles. Train 
companies should also be much more willing to welcome and provide space for cycle transport on 
their rolling stock especially in peak time travel. 
 
The strategy also does not address accessibility to stations for the physically disabled, or those 
with pushchairs and bicycles (in particular the heavier e-bikes). Many railway stations in the 
Blackwater Valley (i.e Ash Vale, Frimley, Bagshot) are inaccessible to this set of users because of 
the large number of steps to climb, thus putting them at a distinct disadvantage. 
 
 

C. Buses 
The draft plan recognises car use is in competition with bus services.  It is disappointing that the 
strategy accepts this and does not attempt to change the current emphasises of car use over 
transport by bus. There is no mention of addressing this imbalance and overcoming barriers to 
make the bus journey a transport of choice.  
 
This situation has come about in part because “there is currently no strategy for buses.  Unlike rail, 
roads, walking and cycling our most used form of public transport is not supported by a national 
strategy which is part of the reason why buses have suffered declines in services and rising fares” 
(Campaign for Better Transport, 2019)  
 
The South East Transport Plan needs to create a bus strategy at least for the South-East. The 
draft plan acknowledges points that could usefully be put into this strategy such as the need for 
integrated ticketing and developments in technology that can assist in journey planning.  
  
A modal shift needs to happen to get people out of their cars and using buses as a form of 
transport. This will only happen if: 

 Bus journeys are made cheaper and can compete with car journeys in terms of 
cost and convenience. 

 There is adequate funding to enable this shift away from taking the car (often as a 
single occupant) towards taking the bus. 

 A network is planned so that routes join up without too many interchanges to 
allow for a continuous journey.  

 Bus lanes allow for a quicker journey than a car journey, without congestion.  
 Rural bus services are put back into place to give people choice. 

 
D. Spatial Planning and Integration 

 
BVFoE welcomes the strategy aims for demand management, but notes that this comes only after 
the proposed major road improvements in the SE. The “predict and provide” strategy of road 



expansion as a priority over sustainable transport and future mobility strategy explains why even 
the Sustainable Route to Growth option is seeing a growth in road traffic by 2050. BVFoE believes 
that the draft strategy is overly optimistic over the claims of the benefit of roads while not 
recognising the co-benefits of active travel and public transport. 
 
BVFoE would like to see the strategy calling for an investment in a modal shift to active travel (i.e 
the expansion of the infrastructure to encourage walking and cycling) and also more public 
transport integration, including door-to-door considerations and how to overcome how bus de-
regulation is hampering proper affordable and integrated transport. 

 

Also not discussed are the health benefits of active transport as opposed to car usage. The 
strategy of encouraging walking and cycling (including e-cycling) brings physical and mental 
benefits to the users, thus reducing the pressures on the region’s health facilities. Also, until the 
use of electric vehicles (EV) becomes widespread road traffic is producing a deleterious air quality 
that affects all SE residents to an extent governed by their individual circumstances and location. 
We would like to see more financial incentives proposed to encourage less environmentally 
damaging vehicles such as EV and fuel cell powered. There should also be a clear statement of 
intent when the strategy proposes to take all petrol and diesel powered vehicles off the road in the 
SE.  
 

E. Walking and Cycling 
 
BVFoE are pleased to note of the strategic goal to provide a network that promotes active travel 
that is affordable. Action on this goal needs to happen quickly. Therefore planning for people and 
place need to be prioritised over planning for vehicles. The strategy currently shows a fall in modal 
share for those cycling and walking between now and 2050 whereas the modal share for cycling 
and walking should increase.    
 
Positive steps need to be applied to encourage people to walk or cycle.  The current focus of the 
strategy in the short term is for new roads and highways.   The private car is still considered the 
dominant form of travel and the EV is considered a bigger solution toward a zero carbon society 
than it actually is, as this mode of transport still contributes to congestion and road danger and EV 
for the foreseeable future is not affordable for the majority. Also, children, those that chose not to 
drive, some with disabilities, and the very elderly, will not be driving them. Thus the benefits of the 
strategy appear to be geared towards higher income earning adults.   
 
There is no mention of greenways or the congestion, pollution  and road danger caused by the 
school run. If it is difficult for children to walk or cycle to school another generation will find it 
problematic to adjust to changes needed for a carbon neutral society. Neither will they benefit from 
improved health and wellbeing opportunities being put into their everyday life.   
 
To help make the transition to more walking and cycling there needs to be increased focus on 
active travel in built up areas understanding that cycling infrastructure needs to be designed 
according to recommended guidelines.  For example:  

 Priority at side roads and protected cycle lanes on busier roads.  
 Focus on 20 mph limits in residential areas 
 Integration of walking and cycling with public transport.   
 Understanding of equality: Age, gender, affluence and disability all need to be considered.   

  
As well as the above, to encourage people to walk, footways need to be wide with a horizontal 
surface and free of parked cars. Vehicle parking in places that make it difficult or dangerous to 
those choosing to cycle or walk should be against the law.   
 
Finally, there is no mention of funding and a timetable for implementation. There is a general 
concern that without this any change will not happen rapidly enough. 



 
Summary 
 
In conclusion while the draft strategy is making some sensible suggestions for the region’s future, 
the proposals are not nearly challenging enough to produce the environmental sustainability 
required for transport in the next 30 years. BVFoE expects that the final strategy will address the 
issues of concern that we have highlighted above and takes on our recommendations to ensure 
that the 2050 targets for car use have decreased from today’s figures while all forms of sustainable 
transport have increased. 
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Blackwater Valley Friends of the Earth is a local group of Friends of the Earth EWNI, and covers 
the area of NW Surrey and NE Hampshire 


